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Flotsam and Jetsam 

March 2014 

 

Welcome to the Argyll and Bute Beach Forum quarterly e-bulletin. The Argyll and Bute Beach 

Forum is a project run by the GRAB Trust (as part of our Beaches and Marine Litter Project). Our 

main aim is to raise awareness of the impacts of and reduce beach and marine litter and to 

support communities to take action by cleaning beaches. 

 

We hope you will find our e-bulletin interesting. The bulletin is also available by post and on our 

website. Your contributions are always welcome.  We want to make this bulletin as useful as 

possible.  Tell us what you would like to see in the bulletin, it is your bulletin! 
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1.THE ARGYLL AND BUTE BEACH FORUM ------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Beaches & Marine Litter Education 
Day 
Over 70 pupils, P1 to P7 from Tayvallich, 

Ashfield, Minard and Inveraray Primary Schools attended 

the Education Day organised as part of the ABBF. Local 

organisations including Ali-energy, Kilmartin Museum, 

the Scottish Sea Angling Conservation Network, the 

RNLI, local artists and The GRAB Trust provided 

workshops on marine pollution, sea energy and hands on  

workshops producing art work. The Scottish Sea Angling 

Conservation Network workshop on sharks captivated pupils’ attention as well as Patsy Dyer’s 

stories on sea life around the world. Morag Duff offered a creative workshop while Terry 

Donovan brought along seaweed and other seashore findings. Thanks to everyone for helping to 

make the day a great success.  Next education day will take place in Oban on June 3rd 2014. The 

events are    funded by a generous grant from The Crown Estate. For more information contact 

cat.newsheller@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

 

2. YOUR SHOUT ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

News from Beachwatch Bute 

Follow Sandra MacMillan’s work on http://en-gb.facebook.com/pages/Beachwatch-Bute  

 

News from Colonsay, by Jane Rose 
Colonsay Community Council and beach cleaning volunteers were delighted to receive a large 

cheque from the GRAB Trust Litter Grant scheme. So thank you to GRAB from everyone on 

Colonsay. 

The GRAB Trust 
GROUP FOR RECYCLING IN ARGYLL & BUTE 

 

Ashfield & Tayvallich schools pupils ©A.Nebreda 
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 It was well earned as the island boasted it was 99% litter free last year after a huge effort by 

many locals and visitors over 6 months to clean up the coastline and roadsides. 

The same is planned for 2014 and Kevin Byrne the project instigator has already invested in a 

Bombardier Quad bike and winch with support from Colonsay Bookshop and other sponsors. 

Plans are to spend the GRAB money on larger tools such as a spade, black bags, strong gloves, 

printed leaflets to advertise events and educate the public and other useful items. All this makes 

the job of collecting beach rubbish a bit easier.  

 
News from Re-Jig, Islay, by Ina Glovers 

It has been a very difficult quarter for Re-JIG, as we 

are sure, for everyone with the horrendous weather! 

Sometimes it has felt like fighting a losing battle, but 

we have managed to keep on top of the Lochindaal 

area, and lifted almost 10 tonnes of waste. On trips 

to the mainland, we have noticed that there is now a 

huge area around Arrochar that has a similar 

problem with marine litter as we face on Islay and 

Jura. Our maintenance schedule is making a big 

difference, but we have to be realistic about what we 

can achieve during the winter months, and with this 

in mind we have left the more exposed westerly machirs for the winter. We hope to get back 

down to them when the weather turns for the better. Again, lots and lots and lots of plastic 

bags, bottle lids and cotton buds, but plenty of large waste due to storm damage. Our vehicle is 

proving a real asset and we wouldn’t be without it, that’s for sure! We have litter grants for local 

organisations that carry out beach cleans.  For more information contact Re-Jig re-

jig@btconnect.com T: 01496 810880 

 

News from Ocean Explorer Centre by Helen McNeill 

The Ocean Explorer Centre is getting ready for its first full visitor season and we have a series of 

exciting events: 

- 31 Mar  11 am: Wildlife & Geology Beach 

Discovery Walk (£2.00) 

- 16 April 10.30 am: Jewellery Workshop Using 

Shells (booking essential - £4.00) 

We enjoyed a very busy Autumn with a successful 

spooky Deep Sea Fish Halloween event and we made 

a giant whale lantern during our fun craft and science 

day during Oban’s Winter Festival last November. We 

also welcomed several schools last term and pupils 

enjoyed a science workshop or seashore safari as well 

as exploring the visitor centre. 

We are looking forward to the spring when the plankton will be starting to bloom and we will 

have live samples in our micro-algae display, and we will see the fish feeding in the underwater  

observatory. Visit www.oceanexplorercentre.org or contact Bill or Helen on (01631) 559123/430  

 

3.FLOTSAM AND JETSAM FEATURES ----------------------------------------------------------- 

  

Refreshed government website 

It provides new tools and resources to access the wide range of 

environmental information that is currently spread across multiple 

organisations and websites in Scotland.  The upgrade includes environmental games and a 

Port Charlotte Primary School pupils © Ina Glovers 

Dunbeg Primary School © Helen McNeill 
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postcode search called 'What’s in my area' that help you find local information from air quality to 

listed buildings and conservation sites.  

For more information visit http://www.environment.scotland.gov.uk 

 

Where are Argyll’s Heroes? 

Keep Scotland Beautiful (KSB), Hero of the month award recognises a volunteer’s outstanding 

contribution to cleaning up Scotland. Each Hero has successfully made a difference in their local 

environment. Do you know a hero in Argyll? To nominate a Hero, visit 

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/nominate-a-hero 

 

Clean Up Scotland  

KSB’s campaign, Clean Up Scotland, is working to make Scotland 

the cleanest country in Europe.  In 2013, Clean Up Scotland 

volunteers picked up 2460 tonnes of litter and organised, on 

average, 297 Clean Up events per month. KSB is encouraging 

volunteers to register their spring litter picks now.  All Clean Ups, 

even if you don’t require a free Clean Up Kit, should be registered with us so that we can show 

the vast amount of work and effort that is going in to keep Scotland beautiful.  Please visit 

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/register for more information.  To support KSB pledge visit 

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/pledge  

 
Fancy a game of football on the beach? 

The photographer, Mandy Barker, internationally renowned 

for the project, SOUP, is collecting marine debris footballs 

found on beaches to raise awareness on marine pollution.  

If you find one and would like to take part in Mandy’s 

artwork email her to get a postal address to send the 

football including where you found it (if possible email a 

picture) and date. Mandy will pay postage costs and in 

return send you a postcard of the final image which will 

include your ball.  Deadline for balls collected is end of 

March 2014. To view previous work visit http://mandy-

barker.com Email: info@mandy-barker.com 

 

 

4.FORTHCOMING EVENTS ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Clean Coast Week 3-11th May 2014 
KSB is joining Keep Britain Tidy in England, Keep Wales Tidy 

and Tidy Northern to promote a Clean Coast Week.  Join us 

cleaning the shoreline this week in May to make a difference 

to our coastline! 

 

Beach cleans 
 Westport, Kintyre, Saturday 29th March, 10.00-13.00 

organised by the charity Surfers Against Sewage (SAS). 

For more details contact Ross McGregor (SAS) 

M:07876683114  

 Tayvallich, Saturday 29th March 

 Kintraw, Ardfern, Sunday 30th March 

 Cairndow, Wednesday 2nd April, 10-12, organised by Loch Fyne Oysters and The GRAB Trust 

Cable Bay, Colonsay ©Jane Rose 

Point Sands ©Aisa Nebreda 

http://www.environment.scotland.gov.uk/
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/nominate-a-hero
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/register
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/pledge
http://mandy-barker.com/
http://mandy-barker.com/
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 Dalintober beach, Campbeltown, Sunday 11th May organised by Dalintober Beach 

Regeneration Group 

 Ardrishaig, Saturday 17th May, organised by Ardrishaig Church Eco Group 

Remember: 
· Wear appropriate warm and waterproof clothing and sturdy footwear 
· Bring water and lunch  
· Litter pickers, gloves, bags and lots of encouragement will be provided !!! 
· Children must be accompanied by an adult 

  

Please let us know if you have a date for a beach clean and you would like us to promote it. 

 

5.FUNDING -------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The GRAB Trust Litter Grants 
We can give small grants to groups that carry out a village or beach clean in the area of Argyll 

and Bute Local Authority. You need to inform one of our key contacts prior to carrying out the 

clean up and fill in the application form “Application & Criteria for The GRAB Trust Litter Grants” 

in order for the money to be processed.  

We can also lend you cleaning equipment (litter pickers, gloves and bags), help you carry out a 

risk assessment and organise collection of the litter. Please get in touch with the project worker 

in your area for more information. 

 
 

6.  RESOURCES ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
For a list of useful resources and publications please see our Beaches pages on our website 
www.grab.org.uk 
 
GRAB Project Workers –  
Aisa Nebreda – Mid Argyll, Kintyre, Islay and Jura  
aisa.nebreda@argyll-bute.gov.uk    Tel: 01546 604226 
Cat Newsheller– Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
cat.newsheller@argyll-bute.gov.uk             Tel: 01631 567965 
Julie Fairbrass – Cowal, Bute 
julie.fairbrassr@argyll-bute.gov.uk            Tel: 01631 569174 
Beachwatch Bute Beach Ranger - 
Sandra MacMillan—Bute                                     Tel: 07767795969 
Re-Jig, Islay Beach Project - 

Ina Glover   re-jig@btconnect.com    Tel: 01496 810880 
 
Disclaimer 
Thanks for reading.  Please not that all views expressed are not necessarily the views of the GRAB Trust or the Argyll 
and Bute Beach Forum. We hope that you have enjoyed our e-bulletin. We would like to hear from you and would 

appreciate any comments you may have about it. 
____________________________________________________________________ 
The Argyll and Bute Beach Forum 
The GRAB Trust  
C/o Argyll and Bute Council 
Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RT 
Web: www.grab.org.uk   E-mail: aisa.nebreda@argyll-bute.gov.uk Tel: 01546 604226 
___________________________________________________________________ 
The Argyll and Bute Beach Forum is funded by the following Organisations:  
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